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Learning through Interest at Sri Atmananda Memorial School  

Seventh-standard students experience integrated learning  

Perspective  

A t m a  V i d y a  E d u c a t i o n a l  F o u n d a t i o n  

M a r c h  2 0 0 9  

Integrated learning is what a human being normally does: he 

learns with his thoughts, feelings and body. If another way of 

learning is imposed, what is taught will most likely not stick. For 

example, sitting at a desk all day is not natural to a child. If, 

instead, he is allowed to learn while playing, creating and 

conversing with his teachers and peers, he will be relaxed and 

happy, and what he understands will remain with him. He will also 

be learning how to get along with others, how to apply what he 

learns and to relate subjects to each other.  

Find out how letting the children take charge of their own learning 

opens the door to experiences that they can connect with their lives.  

"Tell me, and I will forget. Show me, and I may remember.  
Involve me, and I will understand."   - Confucius 
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In order to help the children develop academic skills in a way that appeals to them, Upper 

Primary teachers turned to the students for a solution. Seventh -standard students were invited 

to a discussion about how they wanted to learn. The consensus: take up class projects. The 

children would select their own projects. A new syllabus was born from their interests: an 

Upper Primary newspaper, cricket match, food fest, and interview, to name a few.  

Learning Through Interest  

òThe seventh-standard children went to 

the paddy field for a field trip. They had a 

great time. They met a farmer named 

Murali who has a plot in the paddy fieldé  

Farmer Murali has four acres of land. The 

problems he faces include the expensive 

cost of production and soil erosion. A major 

deviation from traditional methods is the 

use of a tractor.  

Some of the varieties of rice cultivated 

are called Uma, Jyothi and Jaya. It takes 

four months to harvest.ó 

Interview of a Farmer in the Rice Paddies  

Excerpt from the Upper Primary studentsõ newspaper 

Each one of the sixteen 

students of the seventh 

standard selected a topic to 

write about.   Besides being 

an interesting creation in 

itself, publishing a newspaper 

allows almost all the subjects 

in a curriculum to be 

approached; from food and 

economy in the world to 

sports to politics.   

The articles in the 

newspaper required research 

in many fields, and gave the 

students the opportunity to 

take charge of their own 

learning.  

The day before the release 

of the newspaper the 

students also requested to 

stay after school in order to 

prepare for the event. They 

laid out the furniture and 

decor and prepared speeches 

and other programmes.  

Upper Primary Newspaper  

A farmer in the rice paddies tends to his 

crops. Seventh-standard students 

learned about paddy farming for their 

newspaper project. 
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Election Day  

A seventh-standard student observed that 

many of the articles in the daily newspapers 

are about politics, so he asked if he could 

write an article about politics.  

The teachers said, "Of course", and then 

asked him if he would like to organize an 

electoral campaign on the campus to learn 

how it works and then write about the 

election.  

The boy took up the idea. He conducted a 

survey on cartoon characters to determine the 

three favourites, and then created ballots 

using the three candidates for the election. 

Through this activity, he lived the electoral 

process, which is one of the Civics topics.  

All of his classmates got involved and the 

day before the elections were to take place, 

they asked their teachers if they could stay on 

after school to continue the preparations.  

The elections themselves also presented the 

teachers with the opportunity to engage the 

students in mathematic equations during the 

tallying process.  

Ballots are cast for the Upper Primary election. 

Twenty 20  

Excerpt from the Upper Primary studentsõ newspaper 

òOn Thursday, November 20th, 

an exciting cricket match was held 

on the school grounds. The 

programme was coordinated by 

Athul Rajeev. It was a 12 overs 

match. The teams were Australia 

and India. India won the toss and 

elected to field. The Australians 

had a good start with Jagen and 

Ramu. Joel helped the team for a 

good score of 174 for 8 wickets.ó 

Learning Through Interest  


